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Cherbourg QLD

CHERBOURG SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITY PLAN
JACK O’CHIN OVAL

Address Broadway Street, Cherbourg QLD 4605

Lot and RP •	 Field and car park: Lot 82 SP280472
•	 Junior field: Lot 81 SP280472 and Lot 37 SP274901

Zoning
•	 Field: Recreation and open space 
•	 Car park: Rural (within the site boundary indicated)
•	 Junior field: Limited development (constrained land)

Overlays that may affect planning

•	 Flooding hazard

Summary: Committed development for a junior sports ground.

Recommendations: OS4.R1 Undertake development in accordance with existing plan of 
development.

Cultural heritage database
There are no Cultural Heritage Bodies, Cultural Heritage Management Plans, Designated 
Landscape Areas, Registered Cultural Heritage Study Areas, or National Heritage Areas 
(Indigenous values) recorded on these lots.

Services - electricity Although power is present on the site, Ergon plans indicate no services identified in the Before 
You Dig Australia (BYDA) search. There are no design implications.

Services - telecommunications The Telstra lines enter from the south at the car park entrance to the existing buildings. There 
are no design implications.

Services - other Water, sewerage and gas were not shown on BYDA search plans.

Note: As services not covered by BYDA searches are currently unknown due to unavailable information, further investigation will be 
required during detailed design.

Site and facilities condition assessment summary
Jack O’Chin Oval presents several infrastructure challenges that require attention to improve safety, usability and inclusivity. The main 
playing field is the correct width but needs to be slightly lengthened to meet standard dimensions, with the addition of appropriate run-
off zones to ensure player safety. The existing junior field is undersized and lacks adequate lighting for safe and extended use. A digital 
scoreboard is also absent, limiting game-day functionality. The players’ benches appear relatively new and are in good condition, but more 
shaded seating for spectators is needed. 

Building infrastructure across the site is in poor condition and fails to meet appropriate standards. The eastern change rooms and 
associated amenities are in very poor condition, unsuitable for female or mixed-gender use, and do not comply with disability access 
(DDA) requirements. The canteen is outdated and in need of an upgrade, while storage facilities are insufficient.

Site access and perimeter security also need attention. The car park and site entry are unsealed, causing access and maintenance issues, 
particularly in poor weather. The perimeter fencing is low and lacks the necessary height and strength to ensure adequate security. 
Additionally, the site as a whole does not meet DDA compliance, with limited accessible pathways into and around the facilities.

Site details

Use, participation and need
Named after Andrew (Jack) O’Chin, a respected Aboriginal community leader and rugby league player, the oval stands as a testament to 
his contributions to Cherbourg. O’Chin was instrumental in establishing local sports and cultural programs and served as the first chair 
of the Cherbourg Community Council. The site is a  central hub for community sports, particularly rugby league, and holds significant 
cultural importance.

The oval hosts major events, indicating it is maintained to a functional standard. For instance, the annual Frank Fisher Cup was held on 
site in April 2025, featuring multiple matches and cultural performances, including the Wakka Wakka Dance Troupe. Additionally, the 
venue hosted the Pioneer Shield match between the Cherbourg Hornets and Woorabinda Warriors in November 2024. 

Jack O’Chin Oval is home to Cherbourg Hornets Rugby League Club. In the 2025 season, the club has around 160 registered players and 
fields junior teams in Under 6, Under 8, Under 10, Under 12 and Under 14 age groups, as well as senior men’s and women’s teams. In 
the 2024 season, the club was also able to field an Under 17 girls team. The club plays in the South Burnett Rugby League competitions. 

Cherbourg Hornets proudly focuses on the physical, social and emotional development of local young people. The club uses rugby 
league to lift community pride and steer young people toward healthy, positive choices. Volunteers and elders pass on culture while 
giving every child a safe place to play. The club’s on-field successes and home carnivals show what can be achieved locally through 
sport, and help to open doors to higher competitions, without leaving community roots behind.

Design rationale
The proposed upgrades at Jack O’Chin Oval are driven by a need to enhance safety, accessibility, inclusivity, and overall functionality 
of the precinct. Field improvements—including tree removal, ground regrading, and extension of the main field to achieve compliant 
dimensions with safety run-off zones—address current shortcomings in playing surface quality and safety. Upgrading the junior field 
with compliant line-marking for run offs and lighting will ensure it supports year-round use and enable a variety of junior-level games, 
including evening matches. The installation of a digital scoreboard and better fencing around both fields, including black powdercoated 
security fencing, will improve the site’s operational capacity and safety for players and spectators.

Upgrades to infrastructure such as new covered spectator areas, grandstands, a redesigned sealed car park, and a new clubhouse 
are essential for modernising the venue and promoting greater community participation. These initiatives are designed to address 
inadequate facilities—particularly for female, mixed-gender, and DDA-compliant use—by providing universal access amenities, new 
change rooms, and flexible clubhouse spaces. The improved canteen and integrated covered areas will boost comfort and amenity on 
event days, while DDA compliant footpath connections and signage upgrades will ensure that the site is welcoming and accessible to all 
community members. This comprehensive design strategy balances immediate functional needs with long-term capacity-building goals 
for a vibrant and inclusive sporting hub.
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Cherbourg QLD

CHERBOURG SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITY PLAN
WAKKA WAKKA PARK

Address Cherbourg Road, Cherbourg QLD 4605

Lot and RP Lot 399 SP331114

Zoning Rural

Overlays that may affect planning
Summary: Proximate to major road network.

Recommendations: Consider primary park entry from alternative road access.

Cultural heritage database
There are no Cultural Heritage Bodies, Cultural Heritage Management Plans, Designated 
Landscape Areas, Registered Cultural Heritage Study Areas, or National Heritage Areas 
(Indigenous values) recorded in this lot.

Services - electricity Ergon plans indicate street light poles in the BYDA search.

Services - telecommunications
Telstra plans from the BYDA search indicate the presence of fibre optic and/or major network 
infrastructure running through the centre of the park. During construction, a Certified Locating 
Organisation should be engaged to accurately confirm the location of these assets and ensure 
their protection throughout the works.

Services - other Water, sewerage and gas were not shown on BYDA search plans.

Note: As services not covered by BYDA searches are currently unknown due to unavailable information, further investigation will be 
required prior to detailed design.

Site and facilities condition assessment summary
Wakka Wakka Park primarily consists of an open grassy area interspersed with shade trees and features culturally significant yarning 
circles. The space offers good casual surveillance and has potential to serve as a welcoming town entry rest stop.

Currently, the park lacks essential infrastructure including formal footpaths, designated parking, public amenities, and shaded shelters. 
There is no provision for people with disabilities (PWD), including the absence of accessible pathways or PWD parking. Informal access 
from Cherbourg Road has developed through repeated vehicle use mounting the kerb, which presents safety concerns due to the lack of a 
designated entry point.

To improve functionality and safety, the site would benefit from the installation of shaded shelters, formalised and safer park entry, 
accessible car parking (including PWD bays), and the construction of footpath connections to support inclusive access for all users.

Site detail

Use, participation and need
Wakka Wakka Park stands as a vibrant community hub deeply rooted in the cultural heritage of the Cherbourg community. A notable 
feature of the park are the Yarning Circles, completed in 2021, which serves as a dedicated space for storytelling, discussions, and 
cultural exchange, fostering community connection and preserving traditions . The park hosts a range of community events, and is 
available for informal recreation use by the community. Additionally, Wakka Wakka Park, which serve as a dedicted gathering place 
for the community after funerals, providing a culturally appropriate space for Sorry Business. 

Design rationale
The proposed design upgrades for Wakka Wakka Park aim to transform this existing informal and under-serviced space into a culturally 
respectful, safe, and inclusive community gathering area. The proposed improvements directly respond to the site’s current lack of basic 
infrastructure, including amenities, accessible pathways, formal parking, and safe access points.

The construction of a new amenities building containing two DDA-compliant PWD toilets with integrated accessible footpath 
connections will address a critical shortfall in user comfort and accessibility. This will support all park visitors, particularly those with 
mobility needs, and allow for longer stays and increased usability of the space for events and gatherings.

A new picnic shelter will provide much-needed shade and weather protection. Installing a DDA-compliant picnic setting beneath the 
shelter will enhance the park’s functionality and inclusivity, creating a comfortable and equitable resting and meeting point.

To improve access and safety, a new sealed entry road and dedicated disabled-use car park will replace the current informal and 
unsafe kerb-mount entry. Additional DDA-compliant footpath connections will ensure seamless, safe movement throughout the park, 
connecting key facilities such as the yarning circle, shelter, amenities, and car park.

Finally, installing post and rail fencing along the existing informal park entry, followed by turf reinstatement, will discourage unsafe 
vehicle access and help visually formalise the park’s boundaries. Occasional overflow parking for Sorry Business will be safely 
accommodated through a lockable slide rail entry, managed under a dedicated traffic management plan. Together, these improvements 
will address existing site issues and also reinforce Wakka Wakka Park’s role as a welcoming, inclusive, and culturally respectful 
community space and town entry landmark.
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Cherbourg QLD

CHERBOURG SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITY PLAN
MEMORIAL ANZAC PARK

Address Barambah Avenue, Cherbourg QLD 4605

Lot and RP Road reserve

Zoning Recreation and open space

Overlays that may affect planning Nil, however, it is noted that a helicopter pad is adjacent to the site.

Cultural heritage database
There are no Cultural Heritage Bodies, Cultural Heritage Management Plans, Designated 
Landscape Areas, Registered Cultural Heritage Study Areas, or National Heritage Areas 
(Indigenous values) recorded in this lot.

Services - electricity Ergon plans indicate street light poles and a pillar to the south eastern corner in the BYDA 
search.

Services - telecommunications
Telstra plans from the BYDA search indicate the presence of fibre optic and/or major network 
infrastructure running through the centre of the park. During construction, a Certified 
Locating Organisation should be engaged to accurately confirm the location of these assets 
and ensure their protection throughout the works.

Services - other Water, sewerage and gas were not shown on BYDA search plans.

Note: As services not covered by BYDA searches are currently unknown due to unavailable information, further investigation will be 
required prior to detailed design.

Site and facilities condition assessment summary
Memorial ANZAC Park is comprised of two distinct areas: a ceremonial memorial section to the west and an open park area to the 
east. The memorial section is well maintained and remains a valued space for community ceremonies such as ANZAC Day and NAIDOC 
commemorations. While the area is generally in reasonable condition, the shade sail fabric is missing from the existing posts and requires 
replacement to restore user comfort during events.

The eastern section of the park is in noticeably poorer condition and is in need of significant upgrades. Existing infrastructure includes a 
single footpath with a non-compliant kerb ramp, both of which require repair or replacement. The area lacks basic amenities, including 
toilets, and contains an unsafe, end-of-life set of bench seats without any shelter. An existing shelter is also in poor condition and not fit 
for purpose. There is currently no provision for disabled access or inclusive pathways. Despite these limitations, the park benefits from 
good passive surveillance and is well located for community use. Recommended improvements include installation of DDA-compliant 
footpaths, shaded seating areas, shade trees, a small stage for community events such as NAIDOC Week, and accessible amenities to 
support inclusive and safe public use.

Site details

Use, participation and need
Memorial ANZAC Park, officially renamed The Boys from Barambah Memorial ANZAC Park in 2015, honours the Aboriginal men from the 
former Barambah Mission who served in Australia’s military forces—despite facing significant discrimination and exclusion from official 
recognition. The centrepiece of the park is a pressed copper Honour Board listing the names of 47 Cherbourg men who served in World 
War I, set within a triptych memorial wall featuring illuminated white crosses (https://www.anzacsquare.qld.gov.au/memorials/cherbourg-
war-memorial). The site continues to be the focal point for annual ANZAC Day ceremonies, providing a space for remembrance and 
respect within the community.

In recent years, the park has also become a vibrant venue for contemporary cultural events. It plays a central role during NAIDOC Week 
celebrations, including the annual NAIDOC Family Fun Day, which features cultural performances, community stalls, and youth activities—
all with a strong focus on cultural connection and community engagement. Located directly opposite The Ration Shed Museum, the park’s 
open layout and central location make it well suited to large gatherings and public events. With its combination of historical reverence and 
active community use, Memorial ANZAC Park continues to embody both the legacy and living culture of the Cherbourg community.

Design rationale
The proposed upgrades to Memorial ANZAC Park are intended to revitalise and modernise the site, ensuring it remains a culturally 
significant, accessible, and functional public space for both ceremonial and everyday community use. These improvements respond 
directly to existing site conditions, which reveal a clear division between a well-used but under-resourced memorial area and a 
deteriorated, underutilised eastern section lacking essential infrastructure.

To address current deficiencies, the design includes the construction of a new amenities building with accessible toilets and compliant 
footpath connections, significantly improving accessibility and comfort for users, particularly during large events like ANZAC Day and 
NAIDOC Week. The inclusion of solar lighting further enhances safety while promoting sustainability. Reinstalling a shade sail over the 
memorial area and adding anti-climbing devices to existing posts will restore much-needed shade and deter vandalism without detracting 
from the area’s ceremonial character.

The eastern parkland will be transformed into a flexible, inclusive community gathering space. A new shaded picnic shelter with 
accessible furniture will replace unsafe and deteriorated infrastructure, while new footpaths and lighting will ensure safe, equitable access 
throughout. The centrepiece of this transformation is a new oval-shaped stage with a robust shaded roof, integrated lighting and sound, 
and universal access via stairs and a DDA-compliant ramp. This facility will support key cultural events and performances while being 
designed for durability and minimal maintenance.

To enhance the visitor experience and support passive surveillance and CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) 
principles, terraced turf seating will be created using low retaining walls to form a natural amphitheatre. New shade trees will be installed 
along the northern edge of the audience area to provide immediate sun protection without blocking key sightlines to the Ration Shed 
Museum. The remaining upgrades, including repaired and new compliant paths and lighting, will complete the park’s transformation into 
a safe, inclusive, and culturally respectful space that meets both ceremonial and recreational needs of the Cherbourg community.
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Cherbourg QLD

CHERBOURG SPORT AND RECREATION FACILITY PLAN
CHERBOURG GOLF DRIVING RANGE AND BERT BUTTON LOOKOUT

Address •	 Driving range: Old Wondai Road, Cherbourg QLD 4605
•	 Lookout: Lookout Road, Cherbourg QLD 4605

Lot and RP •	 Driving range: Lot 399 SP331114
•	 Lookout: Lot 398 SP280472

Zoning •	 Driving range: Rural
•	 Lookout: Rural

Overlays that may affect planning •	 Bushfire hazard
•	 Landslide hazard

Cultural heritage database
There are no Cultural Heritage Bodies, Cultural Heritage Management Plans, Designated 
Landscape Areas, Registered Cultural Heritage Study Areas, or National Heritage Areas 
(Indigenous values) recorded on these lots.

Services Water, sewerage, electricity, telecommunications and gas were not shown on BYDA search 
plans.

Note: As services not covered by BYDA searches are currently unknown due to unavailable information, further investigation will be 
required prior to detailed design.

Site and facilities condition assessment summary
The Cherbourg Golf Driving Range is a valued recreational facility but lacks essential infrastructure to support user comfort and sun safety. 
The open area currently offers no shelter, exposing users to harsh weather conditions. There is a clear need for shaded seating or shelter 
to allow rest and respite during use.

At the Bert Button Lookout, existing amenities are outdated. The site would benefit from new public toilets, updated BBQ facilities, and 
additional shelter to support its popularity as a gathering space. There are safety concerns due to the absence of fencing along areas 
where the land declines steeply,, presenting a risk to users. Accessibility upgrades are also required, including a dedicated PWD car park 
and a compliant kerb ramp from the car park to the YAG Shop.

An informal firebreak trail between the golf driving range and the lookout presents potential for a future recreational walking link. With 
appropriate wayfinding signage and minor upgrades, this route could support active recreation and improve connectivity between the two 
sites, noting that some areas of the trail are quite steep.

Site details

Use, participation and need
The Cherbourg Golf Driving Range and Bert Button Lookout are two community assets, each serving distinct roles in local recreation and 
cultural engagement.

The Cherbourg Golf Driving Range was constructed by local volunteers and provides space for golf practice and recreation. The facility 
contributes to the town’s recreational offerings, promoting physical activity and outdoor engagement.

Bert Button Lookout has evolved into a vibrant community hub, particularly through the initiatives of the Cherbourg Youth Advisory 
Group (YAG). In October 2023, YAG launched the “YAG Shop” at the lookout, offering floral arrangements, fashion items, handmade 
candles, and jewellery crafted by young local artisans. This initiative provides economic opportunities for youth and also fosters cultural 
expression and community pride.

Recently, the lookout has undergone environmental enhancements, including the establishment of a native plant nursery and 
restoration of the surrounding grounds. These efforts aim to rehabilitate the natural ecosystem and create a resilient space for 
community gatherings and workshops. Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council has officially allocated the Bert Button Lookout building to 
YAG, reinforcing its role as a center for youth-led activities and community development. 

Together, these sites demonstrate Cherbourg’s commitment to fostering recreational opportunities and empowering youth through 
community-driven initiatives. 

Design rationale
This project aims to enhance the amenity, safety, accessibility, and recreational value of both the Cherbourg Golf Driving Range and Bert 
Button Lookout, while strengthening their functional and cultural significance for the community.

At the Golf Driving Range, the addition of shade and picnic facilities responds directly to the need for sun protection and rest areas 
for users. A new large-scale shade structure and seating will improve user comfort and encourage greater community use. Clear entry 
signage and accessible path connections will help ensure the space is inclusive and welcoming.

The Bert Button Lookout is a well-loved destination that requires targeted upgrades to improve safety, usability and amenity. 
Enhancements include the installation of additional toilets, additional shaded picnic and cooking facilities, and the upgrade of existing 
shelters. Improvements to the car park, including formalised accessible parking and path connections, will provide safer and more 
inclusive access.

To address user safety, new fencing is proposed along key recreational boundaries to mitigate risk near steep edges, while fencing along 
private boundaries will improve security and definition of public space. Lighting and new barbecues at existing shelters will revitalise 
underutilised areas and improve usability after dark.

Lastly, the firebreak trail linking the two sites presents an opportunity for active recreation. Installing directional signage along this trail 
would support wayfinding and encourage informal walking and fitness use, enhancing the broader recreation network.

Collectively, these works respond to identified community needs and create a more functional, accessible and connected recreational 
precinct for Cherbourg.
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