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The information contained in this 
document is confidential and 
may be legally privileged. Any 
use, dissemination, distribution or 
reproduction of this content is prohibited.

We acknowledge the Wakka Wakka people as the Traditional 
Custodians of the Cherbourg region and extend that respect to all 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We respect Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people’s continuing connection to land, 
waters, and culture and recognise that sovereignty has never been 
ceded. We also pay our respects to Elders both past and present.

We thank the people of Cherbourg for welcoming us to their town 
so warmly and sharing their experiences with us, they form the 
heart of the Built-Form Design Principles.

The Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles project was made possible through the funding, partnership, 
and support of the Queensland Government’s Department of Housing and Public Works. These Principles 
reflect a commitment to culturally and climatically appropriate social housing for Cherbourg, embody the 
community’s voice, foster self-determination, and provide a framework for future housing design.
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Introduction Planning context
Housing is more than just a roof over one’s 
head; it is a cornerstone of health, stability, and 
overall quality of life. Secure, adequate housing 
contributes significantly to physical and mental 
wellbeing, providing a foundation for individuals 
and families to flourish.

The Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles 
(hereafter: the Principles) reflect the specific 
housing needs of the Cherbourg community. 
The principles guide the future delivery of social 
housing as the foundational guidelines that 
shape the physical structure and appearance of 
buildings and urban spaces. They incorporate 
First Nations knowledge and culture into 
housing design to ensure housing outcomes 
are climatically and culturally responsive. The 
Principles aim to guide housing that responds 
to, cares for, and enriches the lives of the 
community and Country as a living expression 
of Cherbourg identity.

Creating vibrant, thriving communities with 
secure, adequate housing begins with 
understanding the needs and aspirations 
of those who live within them. The process 
of creating the Principles reflects the 
importance residents leading the design 
direction of the places that they call home 
for generations. Engaging residents is not 
merely a procedural step; it is fundamental to 
create housing solutions that are responsive, 
inclusive, and sustainable. Actively involving 
community informs better design, policy, 
and implementation. This collaborative effort 
ensures that Cherbourg housing meets the 
diverse needs of its occupants, fostering a 
sense of ownership and pride. 

Engagement was undertaken in three phases 
to explore the complex interaction of culture, 
housing, and place and understand specifically 
what community wants housing in Cherbourg 
to be like in future. Engagement included 11x 
householder interviews, 1x housing workshop 
with the Youth Advisory Group, 14x interactive 
worksheets co-designing the Principles, 
(representing 8% Cherbourg households) 
and 4x interviews with built environment 
professionals, health advisors, and police 
between May-July 2025. Findings from 
this process are captured in the Cherbourg 
Built-Form Design Principles Community 
Engagement Report and have led to the 
creation of the Principles, as evidenced by 
resident quotes used throughout the document. 

This document outlines the Principles and how 
to apply them: first, it locates the Principles 
in context of other legislation and best 
practice design guidance for social housing in 
Queensland; second, it describes Cherbourg 
House Style consolidated from community 
engagements, with three key principles that 
conceptually influence the design approach 
to housing; third, it details how to apply the 
Principles in each area of the home, with a 
performance statement, visualisation, and 
details on specific design elements; and finally, 
it demonstrates how these parts come together 
into spatial arrangements for detached and 
attached housing typologies at a street and 
block level. This document concludes with 
some remarks on next steps, noting that it is 
intended as a living document that learns from 
each iteration of housing built so that a true 
Cherbourg vernacular can emerge.

State Planning Instruments 

Local Planning Instruments 

Queensland Social Housing Design Guidelines

Planning Act 
2016 

Planning Regulation 
2017 

Native Title Act 
1993 (Cth) 

Queensland 
Land Act 1994 

State Planning Policy 
2017 

Wide Bay 
Burnett Regional 

Plan (2023) 

Crime Prevention 
Through Environmental 

Design

Livable Housing 
Design Guidelines

Social Housing 
Design Guideline

Healthy Places, 
Healthy People Report

Design and Construction 
Standards for Remote 

Housing

Cherbourg Built Form 
Design Principles 2025

Provides a framework for landuse planning, 
development assessment and related matters 

Outlines assessment 
benchmarks for state 
interests 

Outlines strategic priorities for 
the region’s growth until 2046

Principles to reduce crime in 
the community.

Technical provisions with an 
ascending level of accessibility 
from silver, gold, and platinum. 
State Government social 
housing requires a minimum 
of Gold Standard, and the 
Principles where necessary 
ask for platinum.

Guides quality to meet 
general need as part of the 
QDesign documents family.

Guidance on built environments 
that promote healthier living.

Outlines construction standards 
in First Nations communities 
across Queensland.

First Nations Housing 
Action Plan 2025

Outlines Queensland’s strategy 
to deliver social housing from a 
place-based perspective.

Outlines the specific needs of 
the Cherbourg community in 
relation to housing.

Legislation

Legend

Strategy
Masterplan
Guideline

Defines, manages, and 
allocates State land 

Recognises the rights 
and interests of First 
Nations People 

Note – these Acts are relevant in the context 
of Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council, but are 
not always applicable in other contexts 

Cherbourg Aboriginal 
Shire Council Planning 

Scheme (amended 2018) 

Cherbourg 
Master Plan 2019 

Outlines Council’s intention for future 
development in the local area and 
stipulates parameters including 
building height, site setbacks, private 
open space, communal open space, 
car parking, built-form siting within 
land parcel, and articulation including 
verandas, porches, or balconies.

Guides future investment and 
growth decisions through 
defining priorities for the local 
government area.

The Farm Preferred 
Concept Plan Planning 

Scheme Policy 

Outlines the vision for future 
developments at The Farm.
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Historical housing context

1281 people 
living in 320 
houses in 
Cherbourg

1929 Boy’s Dormitory 
Source: Betty McKenzie via 
“Cherbourg Memory”

1925 Samuels Lane 
Source: Betty McKenzie via 
“Cherbourg Memory”

1911 Boys’ quarters at 
Cherbourg 
Source: Queensland State Library, 
IE1106408_FL1106709

1904 Parish of Cherbourg
Source: Blake “A dumping ground” 
1992: 21

1907 Superintendent’s 
House 
Source: State Library of Queensland, 
Neg No. 108924

1930s Superintendent’s 
New House                
Source: Betty McKenzie via “Cherbourg 
Memory”

1930s aerial Photo 
of Cherbourg
Source: Betty McKenzie via 
“Cherbourg Memory”

1956 Wooden House at  
Cherbourg
Source: State Library Queensland 
Negative number: 34480

1973 Timber Houses at 
Cherbourg 
Source: National Archives Australia

1978 Prefabricated House 
at Cherbourg                            
Source: Aboriginal Environments 
Research Centre, UQ

1991 Ny-Ku Byun 
Elders Village     
Source: Ng “Design for social 
and cultural practices of 
Indigenous residents in aged 
care homes” 2023 176

1988 Aboriginal children at 
Cherbourg                  
Source: National Library Australia 
Object 152396113

1940s Back of the Boys 
dormitory 
Source: Betty McKenzie via 
“Cherbourg Memory”

2022 New house built 
in Fisher Street 
Source: Cherbourg Aboriginal 
Shire Council 

For time immemorial, dome 
shaped shelters were made 
from bent saplings covered with 
sheets of bark or grass varying 
with the seasons and easy to 
construct reflecting the semi-
nomadic lifestyle of the Wakka 
Wakka and Gubbi Gubbi people.

2025: a place-
based approach is 

implemented through 
co-creating built-form 

design principles!

1907 Self-built dwellings of people 
removed to Barambah 
Source: State Library Queensland, images 
published in Queenslander, June 1907

1981-2025 
Changes to 
slab-on-ground, 
concrete masonry.
Source: Photograph by Kali 
Marnane 2025

Understanding Cherbourg housing over time 
helps position the Principles for the future. 
Insights into the cultural, social, and economic 
factors shaping housing conditions over time 
acknowledges past injustices and recognises 
the resilience and strength of Cherbourg people. 
This understanding helps to avoid repeating 
past mistakes and promotes a collaborative 
approach that ensures future housing is culturally 
appropriate, inclusive, and supportive of 
community aspirations and wellbeing.
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Built-Form Design Principles

Place

Cherbourg House Style
Cherbourg is a place shaped by its history, unique location, and deep personal connections 
with generations of families fostering a close-knit community where cultural traditions, shared 
experiences, and collective identity remain. Its past and present reflect the resilience of its people 
and the strength of cultural identity that continues to shape and sustain the evolving community.

The Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles will facilitate strong connections to family, community, 
and place. By shaping housing and public spaces that reflect cultural values and support social 
interaction, the Principles create environments where families can thrive together, communities 
can remain connected, and people can feel a deep sense of belonging. In this way, design 
becomes more than a physical outcome; it acts as a foundation for cultural continuity, resilience, 
and collective wellbeing.

Cherbourg Built Form Design Principles
Three interconnected principles have been identified from engagement with the Cherbourg 
community that together inform Cherbourg housing style: place, family, and community.

CHERBOURG
HOUSE
STYLE

“Everything is special 
here ... there’s a lot of 
memories.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“Children go swimming in 
the creek in summertime. 
People can go bush walking. 
There’s a lot to do here.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“Builders should consider 
the trees that are already 
there - if you knock them 
down you’ve got nothing.” 
- Cherbourg resident

FAMILY

PLACE COMMUNITY

Place emerges through the continual exchange between people and environment, where 
meaning, identity, and wellbeing are shaped by the quality of the physical setting. Elements such 
as climate, natural landscapes, views, hills, streets, parks, buildings, and waterways experienced 
across seasons all contribute to a sense of belonging. Housing that responds to the Cherbourg 
environment and incorporates natural elements will strengthen community identity, support 
wellbeing, and ensure bonds between people and place are celebrated for future generations.

Orientation - Homes should be carefully sited and designed to respond to their surroundings, 
capturing significant natural features such as hills, bushland, waterways, and open skies. 
Orientation should maximise natural light and breezes while providing shelter from cold winter 
winds, capture the morning sun in winter, and provide shade during the hotter months.

Climate responsive - Homes should incorporate passive cooling and heating strategies including 
carefully designed roof overhangs, shaded outdoor areas, high ceilings, and well-placed windows 
enabling cross ventilation to summer southerly winds, blocking winter westerlies, and open to 
northern sunlight. Prioritise the use of passive solar design with insulated thermal mass that is well 
shaded in summer but provides heat in winter.

House style expression - Housing design should adopt a modern look that incorporates a 
variety of natural materials including timber and brick, while remaining respectful of Cherbourg’s 
distinctive architectural styles. Contemporary forms, colors and finishes can be blended with 
traditional elements to create homes that feel current, but uniquely Cherbourg.

Connecting with the landscape - Homes and community spaces should be designed to work 
with the existing landscape, retaining native vegetation where possible and managing stormwater 
flow. House designs should ensure usable outdoor space that connects to internal living, dining or 
kitchen space creating flexibility and connection to the environment.

Renewable energy - Cherbourg has strong solar resources and high quality wind resources with 
potential for developing clean energy projects. Championing rewnewable energy, improving local 
climate through landscape planting, and decarbonising housing in Cherbourg has the potential to 
greatly reduce energy costs for large households and is an opportunity to lead the decarbonisation 
of Queensland’s energy consumption.
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“The best thing 
about Cherbourg 
is family. There 
are always people 
dropping in, just 
saying hi.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“Everyone knows 
each other ... you’re 
grounded here, your 
friends become family.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“Many Tribes One Community”
Designing for “many tribes, one community” means listening to community knowledge and 
nurturing a sense of meaning embedded in place. Engaging with the Cherbourg community 
has been a cornerstone of developing these Principles through a process of listening. Effective 
community engagement is essential to deliver housing outcomes that are adaptable, culturally 
appropriate, and reflective of Cherbourg’s unique context. Understanding the complex housing 
needs of Cherbourg’s community comes from listening, understanding, and co-designing with 
community, strengthening community wellbeing by ensuring community vocies shape built-form. 

Cherbourg householders highly value being included in decisions that affect their lives, their 
families, and their community. Householders are impacted by housing that their families occupy for 
generations, whether built-form is new or alterations are small, medium or large. In future projects, 
the Principles advocate for continued community engagement, including direct engagement with 
residents of housing that is to be altered. For new housing under construction, allocating houses to 
tenants early in the process and allowing future residents to make small decisions (internal colours 
or kitchen materials, for example) will nurture ownership and inclusion.

Community and culture can be both experienced and fostered through the design of built-form 
at every scale. Understanding the social functions and interactions facilitated built form allows 
designs to consider the opportunities and constraints of balancing community connection and 
family privacy. Together, these spatial layers shape Cherbourg community experiences and 
reinforce a sense of belonging:

Housing - The house front yard functions as a social space that connects family to community, 
creating opportunities for interaction, visibility, and connection with neighbours. The backyard 
provides a private retreat for family life and personal activities. 

Shared spaces - Streets serve as important community spaces, supporting movement, gathering, 
and everyday encounters that strengthen social ties. Streets should connect exploration with 
shared stories and collective identity, inviting community to move deeper through landscapes 
infused with cultural narratives, community knowledge, and intergenerational care. For young 
people in particular, embedding stories, play, and safe gathering points into Cherbourg’s street 
network allows the journey to become an act of belonging that carries forward both memory and 
imagination into a connected future. Spaces to gather can be integrated into the street network to 
allow for play, celebration, and community stories to be shared. 
 

Cherbourg house style should reflect and celebrate Cherbourg families. Housing needs to be 
designed to facilitate connections across diverse family arrangements, recognising the importance 
of flexibility and adaptability. This includes accommodating large households, extended family 
living arrangements, and multi-generational households, while also allowing homes to expand or 
contract as family needs change over time. By providing adaptable spaces that can respond to 
growth and shifts in household dynamics, house designs can better reflect the needs of Cherbourg 
residents and support the strong kinship networks that underpin community and family wellbeing.

This means providing a greater diversity of housing types, such as flats, townhouses, and multi-
storey dwellings, to meet the varying needs of the community. Housing should also offer a range of 
bedroom configurations, from one to five bedrooms, with the flexibility to add more as family needs 
change. Living spaces must be adaptable, designed to accommodate both people and larger 
furniture, while bedrooms should be larger in size with increased ceiling heights to comfortably 
allow for double bunks. Thoughtful layout design that responds to how Cherbourg families live 
and occupy their homes is essential to minimise noise impacts both within the home and between 
neighboring dwellings, ensuring that housing supports comfort, privacy, and functionality for all 
household arrangements.

“I’d like to get the people involved 
more in community decisions.” 
- Cherbourg resident 

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principle 3Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principle 2

CommunityFamily

FAMILY



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of welcoming house entrance. 

Principles Application - Entry

Design elements:
•	 Meet a minimum of Gold Level standard of the Livable Housing 

Design Guideline for dwelling access and entrance, with easy 
conversion to Platinum Level standard if required (ensuring adequate 
hallway, front porch, and footpath area for upgrade).

•	 Size of the front porch should accommodate a minimum of three 
people sitting around a small table.

•	 Allow residents a choice of front door colour.
•	 Provide an internal area at the front door for storing shoes and bags.
•	 Provide an area for outdoor bin storage, accessible from the kitchen 

via the driveway or footpath, secured in an upright position by a post 
or chain.

Car storage:
•	 Provide access to the kitchen from the carport or garage where 

possible.

If the house has more than three bedrooms:
•	 Design house entry to Platinum Level standard of the Livable Housing 

Design Guideline where possible. 
•	 Provide extended storage in the hallway at the front door to 

accommodate householder’s shoes, bags, umbrellas, and other 
miscellaneous items.

Front doors are clearly visible from the 
street, located next to a front porch or 
veranda, and wide enough to bring in large 
furniture.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room
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ENTRY

“Front doors should be 
[prominent] at the front of 
the houses so you can see 
where the entry is.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“It would be helpful 
to have big doors.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“In the summertime 
[we use the veranda] at 
the back…in the winter, 
we sit at the front.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“Front yards should 
be bright, vibrant, 
and welcoming.”
- Cherbourg resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of large kitchen with island bench.

Principles Application - Kitchen and Dining

Design elements:
•	 Locate the kitchen and dining area distinctly separate from the lounge 

room, even if in an open plan arrangement.
•	 Design the kitchen to a minimum of Gold Level standard of the 

Livable Housing Design Guidelines where possible.
•	 Avoid corner cupboards in the kitchens and include an island bench 

where possible.
•	 Provide a dedicated area for a free-standing rubbish bin in the kitchen 

either inside a cupboard or within the kitchen layout.
•	 Provide a dedicated cupboard for cleaning supplies including a mop, 

broom, and vacuum cleaner.
•	 Allocate a space for householders to install a dishwasher with water 

connection and powerpoint.
•	 Ensure adequate cross ventilation through the kitchen.
•	 Provide an exhaust fan that vents externally to stop the accumulation 

of grease and oil.

If the house has more than three bedrooms:
•	 Ensure a large double door fridge can fit in the kitchen.
•	 Specify a double bowl stainless steel sink with draining boards on 

both sides.
•	 Use the Housing for Health guide to food storage to specify a large 

pantry unit.
•	 Use the Housing for Heath guide to cooking to specify robust 

stovetops in kitchens to accommodate higher use.
•	 Use the Housing for Heath guide to water outlets, valves and taps to 

specify robust water outlets, valves and taps so that they are fit for 
purpose and wear well over time, such as anti-vandal ‘flick mixer’ type 
taps or lever handles and quarter turn ceramic cartridge taps.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

The kitchen and dining area look out over the 
street and back yard with generous openings 
that allow light and ventilation.
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KITCHEN & 
DINING

“We need more 
space to sit together 
as a family.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“I would like indoor-
outdoor living 
access.”
- Cherbourg resident“I like large kitchen 

island [benches].” 
- Cherbourg resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of flat private backyard.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Principles Application - Yard

Design elements:
•	 Protect the flat grassy area (yard) from westerly winter winds. This 

may involve creating an “L” shape building where one wing blocks the 
wind, constructing planted earth mounds, or planting vines on high 
fences to use as wind breaks.

•	 Plant trees to ensure yard privacy.
•	 Border the yard on at least one side with a covered outdoor area 

(such as a veranda or gazebo).
•	 Connect the kitchen and dining area to the back veranda and/or yard 

with a large door (preferably glass sliding with security screen).
•	 Mange stormwater through landscaping and retaining walls such 

that water does not pool or create problems for neighbours, with the 
possibility of directing it into rain gardens, swales, infiltration trenches, 
permeable pavements, or bioretention systems.

•	 Consider growing native drought tolerant ground covers at edges 
of yard to reduce dust, stormwater runoff and maintenance 
requirements.

•	 Plumb water tank overflow where fitted into stormwater drains as per 
Plumbing and Drainage Act 2018 and the associated Plumbing and 
Drainage Regulation 2019.

•	 Ensure garden taps allow hoses to be used on all exterior sides of 
the house such that exterior walls can be washed and gardens can 
be watered (for example, by installing taps on diagonally opposite 
corners of the house) with drainage directly underneath taps.

•	 Discuss possibilities of landscaping with householders, using the 
Housing for Health guide to landscaping to specify, for example, 
chainlink fences planted with native vines or food plants.

In the front yard:
•	 Include a dedicated area for household bin storage with protection 

from animals and easy access to street for bin collection as per 
Design and Construction Standards for Remote Housing.

•	 Connect a footpath to the street where possible to ensure a 
continuous hard surface for pedestrians to access the house without 
bringing dust or mud inside.

In the back yard:
•	 Confirm with householders as to the most appropriate location of 

garden sheds or “garden lockers” prior to installation, for example in a 
back corner of the yard with access via the side of the house.

A flat grassy area large enough for family 
to gather is easily accessible from the back 
veranda and/or kitchen and dining areas.

Cherbourg residents described yards in existing houses as 
underutilised due to three key problems: a lack of privacy: “I can 
easily see my neighbours, like all [of] my neighbours,” poor 
stormwater management: “If they have a [lick of] water next 
door, it’ll go into my yard,” and no flat areas that can be easily 
used by householders: “There’s nothing out the back.” The 
Principles address these issues and aim to create opportunity from 
the generous yards currently available.
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YARD

“A bit of privacy 
[would be] good 
to see.”  
- Cherbourg 
resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of large flexible lounge room.

Principles Application - Lounge

Design elements:
•	 Ensure the lounge room is adequately ventilated to capture prevailing 

breezes and winter sunlight.
•	 Ensure adequate ventilation to fireplaces/wood heaters, with generous 

space surrounding to accommodate safe positioning of furniture.
•	 Consider a feature wall with timber or exposed brick.
•	 Install double GPOs (general powerpoint outlets) on every wall where 

practical.
•	 Install two TV ports on opposite lounge room walls.

If the house has more than three bedrooms:
•	 Design ground level circulation to a minimum Gold Level standard of the 

Livable Design Guidelines to ensure the movement of large couches 
and furniture.

•	 Ensure the lounge room is large enough for the entire family plus guests 
to gather.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

A warm and comfortable lounge room is 
large enough for residents of the house to sit 
and relax together.

18 19

LOUNGE 
ROOM

Interior finishes should 
be definitely NOT white.” 
- Cherbourg resident

“We need bigger 
lounges for big 
families.” 
- Cherbourg resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of sunroom play space attached to lounge room. Allows for 
privacy, natural light and ventilation.

Sketch of sunroom sleeping space attached to lounge room. Allows for 
flexibility and privacy.

Built-Form Design Principles Application - Sunroom

Design elements:
•	 Maximise natural light and ventilation.
•	 Provide views of the outdoors.
•	 Ensure the sunroom is large enough for a double bed mattress to be 

temporarily assembled to accommodate guests.
•	 Install two (2x) double GPOs (general powerpoint outlets) on 

opposing sides of the room.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room 

A sunroom is located adjacent to the lounge 
room and/or bedrooms providing a flexible 
multi-purpose area that can accommodate 
children’s play, study, or guests as required.

“Family and 
visitors have to 
squash together.”
- Cherbourg resident

“Kids need a space 
for colouring in and 
painting.”
- Cherbourg resident
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SUNROOM

“I don’t need a designated 
space, but I do need some 
privacy to do computer work.” 
- Cherbourg resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of large private, well lit bedroom. 

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room 

Principles Application - Bedrooms

Design elements:
•	 Design bedrooms to Platinum Level standard of the Livable Housing 

Design Guidelines where possible.
•	 Include built-in storage for 4 people per bedroom.
•	 Ensure cross ventilation through doors and windows.
•	 Locate windows high on the wall if the site is overlooked by 

neighbours.
•	 Install a minimum of two (2x) GPOs (general powerpoint outlets) on 

opposing walls.
•	 Install a central ceiling fan to all bedrooms.
•	 Provide a TV port in each bedroom where possible.
•	 Provide wall hooks or rails to hang 4 towels.

If the house has more than three bedrooms:
•	 Locate parents’ bedrooms to surveil children’s bedrooms.
•	 Children’s bedroom to meet Platinum Level standard of the Livable 

Housing Design Guideline with a ceiling height of 2.7 meters to 
ensure children sitting on the top bunk of a bunk bed are not able to 
touch the ceiling fan.

If the house accommodates elders
•	 Ensure bedrooms for elderly housholders or people with mobility 

issues bedrooms have an attached ensuite or are located adjacent to 
a bathroom.

•	 Specify non-slip floor finishes to support aging in place.

Bedrooms are located away from the street 
for privacy and are large enough for 2-4 
people to sleep and store clothes.

22 23

BEDROOMS

“I would prefer bedrooms to be in the 
back for a bit of privacy ... It would be 
helpful to have big doors.”
- Cherbourg resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of large accessible bathroom with cross ventilation.

Principles Application - Bathroom

Design elements:
•	 Ensure bathrooms are cross ventilated.
•	 Install an exhaust fan vented to exterior to prevent mould build up.
•	 If cross ventilation is not optimal, consider second exhaust fan or 

installing a timer to vent periodically.  
•	 Provide a space to hang a towel (rack or hook) for each householder.
•	 Provide high level, secure storage for medicines and chemicals, to 

prevent accidental poisoning.
•	 Use the Housing for Health guide to wet area design to specify a 

waterproof vanity where possible so that it does not warp, swell or 
develop mould.

If the house has more than three bedrooms:
•	 Ensure an adequate hot water system that can accommodate 

household.
•	 Provide additional towel racks for residents and guests (number to be 

directed by householders if possible).
•	 Install a separate bath and shower in the main bathroom.
•	 Use the Housing for Heath guide to washing kids to specify 

appropriate elements to wash children, including a grab rail around 
the bath for children and elderly people to safely step in and out of the 
bath and an area to sit near the bath for drying and dressing a child.

•	 Design separate facilities for the toilet, laundry, and shower / bath if 
there is one toilet and shower in the house. 

•	 Consider three bathrooms (one for parents, a boys bathroom, and a 
girls bathroom) for houses with many children.

•	 Install vanity units at 750-800mm above the finished floor level with 
a mirror directly above the vanity to allow children to see their faces 
while standing and practice healthy washing practices.

•	 Install a wall light above the mirror to provide light without casting 
shadows on the face where possible.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Bathrooms are well ventilated and designed 
for easy and independent access with towel 
racks for all family members.
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BATHROOM

“Yeah the mould is pretty bad, is 
there any way to fix it?”
- Cherbourg resident



Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Sketch of laundry with storage for cleaning products and equipment, 
bench space for folding cloths and large sink.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Room

Principles Application - Laundry

Design elements:
•	 Design the laundry using the Housing for Health guide to laundry 

design at a minimum Gold Level standard of the Livable Housing 
Design Guidelines where possible. 

•	 Include space for a washing machine and dryer with external vent to 
dryer.

•	 Ensure adequate cross ventilation of laundry room.
•	 Include a laundry tub with adjacent bench space and storage 

cupboard underneath.
•	 Allow for safe washing of a child in a laundry tub by ensuring it does 

not collect washing machine wastewater.
•	 Hot water should be connected to laundry with an appropriate hot 

water system capacity for household.
•	 Include space for an iron and ironing board.
•	 Include storage space for cleaning products, broom, vacuum cleaner 

and mop.
•	 Consider location of laundry in terms of noise from washer and dryer 

to quiet spaces like bedrooms.
•	 Ensure the laundry is easily accessible with step-free access to an 

outdoor clothesline.
•	 Install an outdoor clothesline that is large and strong, positioned 

to take advantage of northern sun, and situated behind a fence to 
ensure clothes are not visible from the street.

•	 Note that Hills Hoist style clothes lines are preferred.

If the house has more than three bedrooms:
•	 Provide adequate space for dirty and clean clothes hampers.
•	 Provide space for an additional (second) washing machine.
•	 Install a minimum of two (2x) double GPOs (general powerpoint 

outlets) in appropriate locations in the laundry for 2x washers, 1x 
dryer, and 1x cleaning equipment.

•	 Use the Housing for Heath guide to washing kids to specify a 70 
litre flush line tub with hot and cold water supply in the laundry, set 
into a bench top, to provide space for changing nappies, drying and 
dressing a child with adjacent soap holder and towel rack.

Laundry supports ease of movement and 
maximises storage.

26 27

LAUNDRY

“There is a linen closet but 
it is too small for all of us.”
- Cherbourg resident



Diagram of possible “L” shaped house layout with a north-east 
facing yard, private backyard and social front yard.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - House

Principles Application - House

Siting elements:
•	 Site houses so that as much of the yard as possible is exposed to the northern sun in 

winter and neighbouring houses do not overshadow.
•	 Retain existing trees where possible. 
•	 Design for a public facing front yard with adequate fencing at 1.2 meters for street 

frontage and 1.8 meters elsewhere as per the Design and Construction Standards for 
Remote Housing (page 25).

Accessibility:
•	 Design houses so that they support easy conversion to Platinum Level standard of the 

Livable Design Guidelines at the ground level.

Temperature:
•	 Deploy passive design principles to take advantage of summer southerly breezes and 

block winter westerly winds. 
•	 Include north-facing glazing in living and/or dining areas with eaves that shade walls and 

glazing from the summer sun while allowing winter sun to penetrate and heat the interior, 
with some thermal mass in floors and/or walls to store winter heat.

•	 Use eaves to shade eastern and western walls.
•	 Ensure appropriate ventilation and ability to store firewood where fireplaces are installed.
•	 Design for the future installation of air conditioning in the living room and bedrooms, 

including an appropriate location allocated for the indoor and outdoor units and adequate 
drainage such that condensation does not pool. Mitigate against noise transmission of 
exterior base unit to adjacent areas of the house when in operation. 

•	 Roof and walls should be insulated to reflect heat and retain warmth or coolness. 

Doors and windows:
•	 Specify insect and security screens on all windows and doors such that the house can 

be locked and secure but ventilated.
•	 Include at least one wider doorway between interior and exterior to accommodate the 

movement of large furniture (for example, a 900mm minimum clear door opening width 
of front door and/or a glass sliding door from dining room to backyard). 

Materials:
•	 For exterior materials, explore combinations of different coloured brick and timber to 

achieve a “modern look”.
•	 For interior materials, consider a feature wall in the living room of timber or brick. 

Tenancy management:
•	 Allocate houses to residents while they are under construction
•	 Allow residents to choose from a pre-approved palette of front door paint colours, interior 

paint colours, vinyl floor finishes, and kitchen cupboard materials.

Construction:
•	 Use the Housing for Health guide to reducing the negative effects of animals, insects 

and vermin to select vermin-proof fixtures and fittings, ensuring all work is sealed to 
ensure no vermin can get in or live in walls, ceilings, or under floors.

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - House

Houses are sited to welcome summer 
breezes and winter sun, block winter winds, 
connect to views of distant mountains, watch 
the street from the front of the house and see 
trees from the back of the house.
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WHOLE OF 
HOUSE

higher fencelower fence

back 
yard

flat grassy 
area

front 
yard

“We need security screens 
on all windows and doors.” 
- Cherbourg resident
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Example of Principles applied to a one- or two-bedroom 
row-house layout diagram over three narrow blocks:

Example of Principles applied to a detached three 
bedroom family house on an 800m2 block:

Legend

Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Block Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Block

Blocks should support a variety of house 
types to accommodate diverse family sizes 
and structures, with the ability for extended 
family to live near each other.

BLOCK
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1.	 Front porch
2.	 Front door
3.	 Kitchen + dining
4.	 Flat grassy area
5.	 Lounge room
6.	 Sunroom
7.	 Bedrooms
8.	 Bathroom
9.	 Laundry
10.	Clothes line
11.	Bin store
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12.	Garage / carport
13.	Possible extension
14.	Trees and garden
15.	Lower fence
16.	Higher fence 
17.	A/C compressor unit
18.	Veranda
19.	Street
20.	Driveway
21.	Footpath
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Cherbourg Built-Form Design Principles Application - Street

Streets support extended families to live 
independently and nearby, with shared areas 
for gathering and play, and comfortable 
walking, cycling, and vehicle access.

STREET

STREETS, 
BLOCKS, AND 

HOUSES SUPPORT 
CHERBOURG FAMILY 

LIFE CYCLES

Legend
1.	 1-2 bedroom apartments
2.	 1-2 bedroom row houses
3.	 3+ bedroom family houses
4.	 Community street
5.	 Family street
6.	 Shared open space
7.	 Walk and cycle path, 

overland flow and landscape

Example of Principles applied 
to a street and lot layout:
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Next steps
This document serves as a foundational guide for creating 
functional, sustainable, and responsive environments. Applying 
the Principles to housing design embeds knowledge and culture 
into the process and outcome to respond, care for, and enrich 
the lives of the community and Country as a living expression of 
Cherbourg identity.

However, it is essential to recognise that this is a living 
document, intended to evolve and adapt over time. Periodic 
reviews and updates will be conducted in collaboration with the 
community, at a minimum every five years, after post-occupancy 
evaluations of housing built under these Principles.

Post-occupancy evaluations involve assessing the performance 
and impact of buildings and spaces once they are in use, as 
well as the process of designing, developing, constructing and 
maintaining them. This provides valuable insights into how 
well existing designs meet users’ needs and identifies areas 
for improvement. By engaging with residents, stakeholders, 
and experts, we can gather feedback and data to refine the 
Principles and ensure they remain relevant and effective.

These Principles are not limited to individual buildings but can be 
applied to urban design, streetscapes, and masterplanning. The 
overarching ideas within this document are versatile and can 
guide the development of any project within Cherbourg, ensuring 
a cohesive and thoughtful approach to growth and development.

As we move forward, Cherbourg Aboriginal Shire Council 
remains committed to continuous improvement through 
engaging with the Cherbourg community. By doing so, we can 
create vibrant, resilient, and inclusive environments that stand 
the test of time and enrich the lives of all who inhabit them. 
Together, we can shape a future that reflects the values and 
aspirations of the Cherbourg community.
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